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“We are ‘This Close’ to ending polio!”

There are three items of exciting news regardeob Fohdication!

Firstly: India has been free of Polio for one year. Hs tase was on
13th January 2011.

Secondly:It was announced at the Rotary International Asdgmmat
Rotary has now raised just over $200 million durtimg $200 million
Challenge which ends on the 30th June 2012.

Thirdly: Following the above announcement the Bill and hdi Gates

Foundation announced that it had made a furtheatitomof $50 million
~~ to Rotary International so that it can continuewi$ drive to eradicate

polio. This is not a challenge grant and redudtsh the early
achievement by Rotary of the $200 million challeage the need for continued funding support for the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative

Congratulations on these magnificent achievemeetary has played, is playing and will continaglay
a full part in the eradication of this nasty diseaad will not cease its efforts until the worlahdse declared
free of polio. This will not be until there hakieen no cases worldwide for three years.

CONTRIBUTIONS recelived by 20th January 2012 are a®ollows:

Please keep the contributions coming in. EvenghdRotary has already reached just over $200amnilli
money is still needed so that we can finaitythe world of this evil disease.

Clubs have contributed £161,626.54 District Donatns are £53,234.95
Total £214,861.49 (around $340,000)
Please send all contributions made odiR&-UK — Polio Eradication” to Keith Hammond at

6, Vauxhall Avenue, Derby DE22 4DZ

What has been achieved since the Campaign startea 19857

$1.2 billion donated by Rotary International. $#idn has been spent in total in polio eradication
Reduction from over 125 countries with polio tofdliat have never been free from polio.
Reduction from 350,000 cases of polio annually3bQlcases last year.

Over 5 million children living normal happy liveather than being crippled by polio.

Well over 2 billion children immunised against ol
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POLIO CASES IN 2011

The announcement that India has been polio free fawelve months is marvellous news and will act as
a spur in the drive to the final eradication of poio. But just because we have achieved the $200 million
challenge we must continue with our efforts. @&distill endemic in three countries Afghanist®akistan
and Nigeria and although India has been free fery@ar it cannot be deemed polio free yet.

Last year excellent progress was made. In tattlylear there were 627 cases of which 321 wetteeifour
endemic countries and 306 in the non endemic ciasntrin 2010 the total number of cases was 92feso
number in 2011 was a marked reduction.

Afghanistan and Nigeriahave had 74 and 51 cases respectively — sligigheh than last year Pakistan
has shown a rise to 192 cases because of theuttific of severe flooding and political uncertainty
However in these three countries intensive daysiofunisation are continuing and hopefully thesé wil
raise the levels of immunity and so reduce the rarsbf cases.

In 2011 there have been some outbreaks in Afrigatwbriginated in the endemic countrie€had has had
130 cases; thBRC has had 92 cases a@dte d’lvoire 36 cases. 8 other counties in Africa have had a
total of 26 cases. For the first time for 12 getluere have been 21 case€hina all within a small area.

What has been achieved in India proves that poliocan be eradicated as long as we continue our effort
The outbreaks in Africa only go to show what will lappen if we let up at this stage — polio will recur
and spread. The use of new vaccines and more fregnt immunisation gives us the opportunity to
achieve our dream of a world free of polio. We r&ly are so close now. Letus make sure we do not
miss this chance.
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Rotary Race Meeting at Southwell Racecourse.

There will be an evening of jump racesTuresday 15 May 20120 raise
funds for Polio Eradication. We will be sellinggdounted admission tickets
for just £5 each and all of the funds will go todsiPolio Eradication in
addition to a portion of the race sponsorship manie

All Clubs have received information and detailsareting this event from
Foundation Chairman, Terry Leivers

Finally:

When | was District Governor in 1998-99 the RI Tleewas “Follow
Your Rotary Dream”. With your help we shall acrgea polio free
world and fulfil the promise given 25 years agbhe present
economic times do make fund raising more diffieuld the
committee and | do appreciate that you have logdliaternational
projects that you want to support. The Commikieges that you will |
continue to accept the challenge given to us toyaar with Polio
Eradication high on the list of projects for furadsing over the next
few years.

We are “This Close” to ending polio. A polio free world will “Make Dreams Real” forittions around
the world.
Keith Hammond District, “End Polio Now” Committeén@irman 20th January 2012



